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Council MemberNestorGarcia
BudgetCommittee
City Council,City & Countyof Honolulu
530 SouthKing Street,Suite 202
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Testimonyin Supportof Office of EconomicDevelopment’sInclusion in
Bill 15,ExecutiveOperatingBudget

DearChairpersonGarcia:

I write in strongsupportofthe Office of EconomicDevelopment(OED) andrequestthatall fundsfor
theOED bemaintainedas requestedin theadministration’sFY20] 0 budget. The OEDhasbeen
extremelyimportantto communitiesthroughoutHonolulu in stimulatingsmallbusinessesandbuilding
communityby bringingtogetherbusinesses,non-profits,and individual residentsandvolunteers.

As a representativeof urban Honolulu, I haveworkedwith the OEDfor 2 yearsandit was this City
agencythat hadthe vision to reachinto the urbansettingandassistthe Makiki communitywith its first
RediscoverMakiki: Sunsetin the Park.

Throughthisjoint effort, the OED broughttogetherover 20 smallbusinesses,10 corporations,andmore
than 15 non-profit organizationsand 10 stateand countyagenciesto: (I) raiseawarenessaboutthe vital
role of City parksandprogramsaswell asthe servicesprovidedby businesses,non-profitsandother
governmentagencies;(2) collaborateandput togetheraqualitycommunityrecreationalandeducational
eventthat highlightedbusinessandgovernment’sefforts to achieveenergyself-sufficiencyandaddress
urbanissues;and(3) raisefundsfor theoperationsof the Makiki Library,anall-volunteerorganization
thatprovidesvaluableprogramsto thousandsoCresidentsin Makiki. Without the centralconvening
powerof theOED, this kind ofcollaborationcouldneverhaveoccurred.

During these challenging fiscal times, it is critical to ensureprivate-publicpartnershipscontinuesuchas
thosefosteredby the OEDbetweenthe City, non-profit organizations,andsmallbusinesses.The OED is
uniquelysituatedto assistandconveneall theseentitiesto leverageavailableresourceswithin our local
economy. Thankyou for this opportunityto providethis written testimonyin supportof the Office of
EconomicDevelopment.

Sincerely,

Della Au Belatti
State Representative,District 25
StateCapitol, Room331
Honolulu, HI 96813
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